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BRZZVLL - First Let’s Dance (Vinyl) (Vynilla Records)

Fusion is a genre, but nobody can point out what it really is. In the case of BRZZVLL,
it’s a fusion of jazz and funk, creamed by some rock and soul.A1 is | Belong To The
Light and Amir walks from God to God. The rhythms and lyrics are pushing you on
a sidewalk of one of the famous streets in one of the big cities in the US.Time for
serenity with First Let's Dance. | know we gotta talk, but first let’s dance and a lot of
other variations like: | know we have to save the world, but first... Prelude has this
marvellous sax solo of Andrew Claes, it is somehow the transition towards Better
Know Better. It's food and wine with these lyrics, beared by the fusion backline.
Everyone can build its own stories around the words given by Amir. And that's
how it should be. The B-side is as surprising as the A-side. The motto for BRZZVLL
remains: nothing stays the same! [SG]

HANTE - No Hard Feelings (vinyl) (Synth Religion)

The EP contains 5 tracks: 2 English songs and 3 songs in French. De Thoury
continues on the high level of the previous Minuit Machine and Hante records.
Living in French Movie kicks off in style. It's a catchy song with an infectious
rhythm as a result of the metallic soundings drum patterns. Although the track
is quite danceable, it has a melancholic undertone. Listen to those great emotive
vocals in the second part. That dreamful melancholic sense remains throughout
the album. Don’t expect any novelties. Héléne does what she does best. She
continues to make accessible and melodic minimal wave with a dark edge. Listen
to those haunting synths in Une Nuit avec mon Ennemi and Quiet Violence. After
all,Hante means haunt in French.The EP ends with the slow and dreary Que Reste-
t-il de notre Amour? [BC]

NEW MODEL ARMY - Winter (CD) (EarMusic)

wwwpeek-a-boo-magazine.be

New Model Army takes you into the winter with no less than thirteen exquisite,
dark, haunting and beautiful melodies, charged with those typical narrative lyrics
sung and hummed by Sullivan. Yes, winter has come, it's a dark beauty and there’s
no escaping it! And why should you? So, why not enter the Winter with this new
powerful experience in the band’s 36-year career.All songs of Winter are illustrated
in Matt Huynh’s graphic novel with the same title. The band is very happy with it:
Matt has the ability to combine violence and tragedy with a certain beauty and
human empathy, so it reads. Sounds pretty much like New Model Army, no? Right!
Definitely one the albums of the year! [MvM]

HEIMATAERDE - Aerdenbrand (CD) (Out Of Line)

On Aerdenbrand, the electro Templars of Heimataerde add a new chapter to their
epic saga. The brotherhood of the undead Templars are confronted with impending
doom and fights against injustice and evil times. Compared with the last album
Kaltswaerts there has not changed much. So,you can buy this new album with your
eyes closed. Everything is well done and it features elegant artwork. Do not expect
surprises right away, but do we need those when the quality is high? Tracks that
you should definitely check: Eintausend Mal (sing along and dark), Folge Mir (nice
mix between electro and violins), Ein Flammenmeer (could serve as a soundtrack),
the excellent title track Aerdenbrand...twelve pieces in total. [WG]






Signal Aodt 42 or SA'42 is a Belgian Electronic/E.B.M.
band that has been around since the early 80s and
released numerous successful 12”5 in the next two
decades. Then, after a silence of over 10 years, SA42
resurfaced with new successful releases on the German
Label Out Of Line. This and their upcoming performance
at BIMFEST 2016 was reasons enough to have a chat with
Jacky Meurisse, founder and leader of the band.

You started your musical career in 1981, if I'm correct, but
it was only in 1986 that your first 12” was released. What
took you so long to release SA42 material?

In the beginning, we were school friends and we wanted
to start a band. But at the age of 16, we didn't have the
means to buy music equipment. So Signal started making
performances with loaned equipment (drums, electric
piano, oil barrel, chainsaw, etc..) these were more visual
than musical performances :) But as they seemed to go
down well, we decide to continue working this way.

It took some years before | was able to buy the necessary
equipment (after receiving my first day job salary) to start
composing music in a more professional way, to improve
my musical skills and finally find a label. This was indeed
in 1986!
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| read somewhere that you changed the original name
from just ‘Signal’ to Signal Aoiit '42 because of jokes in
relation with the toothpaste brand with the same name.
But wasn’t that a quite drastic, daring and risky name
chance?

Of course the joke about the toothpaste was not very
funny... The poster we used of our performance was based
on the cover of the ‘Signal’ (a German WWII propaganda
magazine, AN.) of August 1942. So to stop the annoying
toothpaste jokes, we decided to add August 42’ to our
existing name ‘Signal.

As our performances was quite disturbing and shocking
(at that time) the reference to a German propaganda
magazine of WWII seemed to fit perfectly :-). Don't forget
that my mind was still in a rebellious “post -punk” mode....
“People may think what they want, | don’t care” attitude!
Of course after some time we realized that this new
name was also not the best band name in a commercial
perspective. In fact, this band name has not served us well
also due the fact that another Belgian band, Front 242, was
getting really successful and people thought we added
the ‘42" in order to copy those guys. But as we had already
changed our name once, | didn’t want to change it a second

time! Perhaps, F242 should change its name! :P



Wasn't it also meant as a deliberate public shocker?
| mean, calling your second 12" ‘Girls of Flanders” with
a Flemish lion weapon shield on the front cover surely
must have created some controversy?

Exactly. You know, I'm not Walloon I'm not Flemish, but | am
Belgian. “Girls of Vlaanderen” was a tribute to my wife, and
was the perfect opportunity to be provocative one more
time. And ...honestly... | think... the lion of Vlaanderen is
more elegant on a record cover than a Walloon cock.

Strangely ‘Girls of Flanders' was not featured on your first
album Pro-Patria (1989). Again, for some, a provoking
title, I guess. Was it a label decision or you own to skip
this song and why?

There is no real reason for it.. We did have enough new
songs to make an album without having to add this title.
If I would have known that this title was causing trouble, |
certainly would have put it on the album, my middle name
is provocation.

Can we say that World War Il was/is a source of inspiration
for your music and lyrics? And if so, in what way?

| love military history; | am very impressed by wars in
general. As horrible as it is, there is something that
excites me in the art of war. When | say war, I'm not saying
massacres, executions,.. but I'm talking about strategy,
tactics, equipment and propaganda.

I'm still pretty impressed by the impact of propaganda on
humanity; people are still so highly suggestible!

Then after 3 albums and numerous 12”'s it became
quiet around SA'42 for almost 15 years, until Out Of Line
released your ‘come-back” album Transformations in
2007.What caused this hiatus?

It's true; but it's quite difficult to give a simple answer to
this question...In 1995 I had side projects that worked very
well commercially (Pleasure Game, The Park,..) , SA42 also
worked very well, but at the top of our “success’, | decided
to leave the world of music because of problems with my
record label at that time.| was so sick of the music business.
You should know that then, | lived exclusively from making

music. My objective was not to make money at all costs,
but to continue to make music,which | was proud of. It was
not the policy of that label! Disgusted, | began a career in
another sector. Fortunately, because when | see the current
music market, | would have been homeless these days! :-)

As a matter a fact the first Out Of Line release ever was
the SA'42 compilation album ‘Immortal Collection 1983
- 1995’ (OUT 001). Can you tell us how that happened?
In fact, André, the boss of Out of Line, who had just
launched his own label, happened to be a fan of SA'42 and
especially of the title ‘Waterdome’ | remember our first
meeting very well, he came to the studio with his wife and
we talked in very bad English :-). It was an honour for me
that | was the first artist to sign to that label! Especially
when | see how famous and successful the Out Of Line
label became!

Since you re-emerged, you made an album every 3 years,
the last release was Inspiration (Out Of Line 633) in
2013.We are now 2016; does this mean a new release?

Not yet... | recently released 2 albums: Crystal by Jacky
Meurisse Project on the I-L Traxx label and Acktivation by
Grand((0))Signal (a project | did with Tcheleskov Ivanovich
of Grandchaos) on the Unknown Pleasures label. Theseis
two projects took some time to make. Those 2 albums were
a kind of ‘recreation”.. | enjoyed doing these side-projects
because it didn’t matter if the fans liked them or not. So
very different from the SA'42 and the result is surprisingly
good.

Signal Aoit’42 live shows a rather scarce, so that should
be reasons enough to come and see you at BIMFEST in
St-Niklaas (B). Are there other reason(s) for our readers
to be there? Personally, | think that too often the same
artists names show up in event line-ups.| don't find it very
rewarding. The scarcer the concerts of a band, the more
interesting these events become. For me too, it's more
exciting, there is no routine. | think if we would play in
Belgium every week, in the end no one would come to see
us anymore...

Fred GADGET
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FORCED TO MODE

On 21st October Forced To Mode plays in Antwerp at
the second edition of Clash Of The Titans, we had a chat
with the band...

How long does Forced To Mode exist?

We started as a DM tribute band in 2011 because of a
very demanding and convincing concert promoter who
wanted us to perform a DM set at his EBM festival just
because he had seen some footage of our original band
Forced Movement performing 3 DM covers at a special
event just for fun. We never had planned to become a
DM cover project or intended to play
more than just the occasional gig
with a cover version, hence the
tongue in cheek band name
;-)- But as our own career
was on hold, we decided
to have a go at it and it
went surprisingly well,
and now 5 years later
we look back at over
100 successful gigs
and have a repertoire
of more than 70 DM

Songs....

Who are the members?

Forced To Mode are:

Christian, our frontman, who

sings; we even had playback

accusations because he is so close

to the original voice ;-). And he knows

how to move and interact with the audience, that’s for

sure...;-) Additionally he produces a lot of the backing

tracks and does a huge amount of studio work and last

but not least he’s sort of our manager. He organizes most

of our gigs and communicates with the technicians at the
venue and 5o on... So he’s a real all-rounder ;-)

Then there’s Matthias our guitar hero, the only

“professional” musician in our band,who has spent a Lot of

his life “on the road” with a lot of different guys & styles,

he brings in another dimension sound-wise, because

there are a lot of DM tracks which really benefit from his

guitar work and do sound more modern and richer than

some of the original recordings. So, he and his guitar are
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key elements of the typical F2M live sound!

Inevitably there has to be a keyboard-player in a DM
tribute band and that's Thomas’ part. He plays 2 sampler
and 1 synthesizer, triggered by 2 keyboards, adding a
drum-pad from time to time and of course doing most of
the main backing voices. Over the time he even started to
sing the occasional Martin ballads live.

Finally there is Ronald, our sound engineer and
technician, who really helps us to concentrate on the
performance and not being distracted by logistical or
technical problems.And he helps in building the stage
and packing everything + he’s the driver of the band
bus after the gig, when the rest of us is too exhausted
to be still able to drive...

What are your personal favorite Depeche Mode songs?
Christian: Judas, Thomas & Matthias: In Your Room

Where does the fascination for Depeche Mode come
from, what makes them so special?

Maybe it's a bit of everything! :) They had a perfect
songwriter, a perfect frontman, perfect voices, perfect
sound wizards and producers, a perfect label and
management, great live shows, a nice look and last but
not least the perfect timing.:) What's so special about DM?
It connected really, really great songs with very unique
sound techniques and a special attitude with a great
synth-rock live show.

Isn’t a bit dangerous as well, | mean there are many
bad Depeche Mode copyists around (almost 90% of all
synthpopbands), so when being a tribute band you have
to be very good!

We try to concentrate on the sound and feeling that once
made DM unique for us, that’s all we try to capture... The
masquerade and role acting we leave to other cover
bands! In pre-production Christian and Thomas share the
studio work, sometimes spending 50-60 hours per track
till the songs sound “perfect” to our ears and are ready
to be played to the audience.And we always play it right
from the bottom of our heart, we love what we do...;-)

In fact what's the difference between a tribute band and
a‘normal” band?
There are advantages for a tribute band: normally the



songs are well-known, so it's easier to get
the party started. But you have to be really
convincing sound and stage
wise and still act like an
original  performer
so that you not
end up as a
parody of DM.
And  there
are  always
moaners
and haters
who don't
like  what
you do and
you have to
be brave and
confident. With your
own music you maybe
have more freedom but you
play to smaller audiences and show
your ‘real” face, you make yourself vulnerable.

Do you play own songs too, or just Depeche Mode
songs?

As said before, we originally started as a band with own
songs and hopefully will be back in 2017 with new songs
and live shows as “Forced Movement”.

How do the Depeche Mode fans respond to the gigs?
Most of the time they love it even the doubtful ones will
be converted if they once have seen us...;-) They love the
energy and diverse setlists, great singing and production
and our authenticity.

In the spring of 2016 you played a brilliant set in Sint-
Niklaas (Belgium), will the set be similar ?

It's not decided yet but normally we try to mix it up
in venues we played before, so you can expect some
changes compared to our spring gig..;) We're really
looking forward to play to our Belgian fans again! See
you!

Didier BECU
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There are bands directly catching your attention
and, whether you like them or not, making a serious
impression. Grausame Tdchter (which can be
translated as cruel daughters’) definitely belongs to
this selected list. The German formation is driven by
core member Aranea Peel (vocals) assisted by Gregor
Hennig (drums and mixing) and joined on stage by
multiple guest musicians and live performers. The
sound of this band is really hard to define, but reveals
elements of EBM, cabaret-music, punk, gothic, electro-
pop and a few more for the rite. | got in touch with
Aranea Peel.

| found an interesting quote at your Facebook page
saying that Grausame Téchter ‘produce electronic
music to spread emotional coldness’! I'm fascinated
by the aspect of ‘emotional coldness’ so what is it all
about?

That was for the context of our first album. Most
of the songwriters show their positive aspects of
their personality to the audience when they express
themselves. But as you can imagine, that is just one
side of the coin. People have also feelings which are
directed towards the negative. This world is mysterious,
unknown and difficult. It takes courage to know this
world but the reward is a deeper consciousness. So let's
go there together!

Over now to your new album “Vagina Dentata”. What
is it all about?
“Vagina Dentata” is a myth you can follow back till
Siegmund Freud. It is about lust and death, which are
the only things we can count on in this fragile and
broken world.

| experienced “Vagina Dentata” as your most versatile-
and still your best album to date, but how do you see
this opus compared to the previous albums?

| am happy if you think that our new album is the
best we've made so far. | am pretty sure, some songs
are better than those of the years before, but isn’t
that normal? We all get better during time. But if you
compare the music, the quality itself remains the same,
because it is the same source, writing the song and the
music.
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Artwork, lyrics and even the image of Grausame
Tochter always reveal a kind of provocative element!
How do you explain this element and what's the
deeper meaning behind?

There are no complex symbols and no marketing
strategy behind our artwork and shows.When we go on
stage, we just let free our inner lust and let it control us.
The way to show our inner ‘biest’ (animal) comes from
the motivation to go on stage and let your inner self
get free.Just do whatever you want and whatever you
can, before life ends.



GRAUSAME TOCHTER

The entire show also reveals a deeply artistic
exposure. Can you tell us a bit more about this
essential aspect of Grausame Tochter?

On stage, we experience our songs over and over again.
Every time again it is different and new for us as well
as for the audience. There is not one show like the
other.We try to get free our inner lust and instincts and
while the audience is carried away by our music, it is
something we can share with each other, which makes
it so special to us.

You often makes me think of the ‘new’ Nina Hagen! Do
you feel some common elements with her?

| admire Nina Hagen. | think she is turning into flames,
every time she’s performing. But | actually don’t know if
we have something in common. | don't really care if my
whole appearance make people think of other artists
as well because in the end, the differences make us
interesting and the more you think you know an artist,
the more you have to learn about him.

Stef COLDHEART
photo © Marquis(pi)X
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MESH

Peek-A-Boo had an exclusive interview with Richard
Silverthorn of Mesh. We talked about the past, but most
of all about the great new album Looking Skyward.

I know it sounds weird, but when you started, would you
ever expected this journey would last that long?

No certainly not. Back when we started | think we just
wanted to write and record music and just see what kind
of reaction we would get to it. We never in our wildest
dreams expected where this journey would take us. |
suppose our constant drive in pursuit of popularity and
the love for still making music has kept us going all this
time.With each album and tour it just seems to be getting
better and bigger. There are many highs and lows being
involved in this industry but as long as you can keep focus
on the important things like the writing and recording all
the rest just kind of falls into place.

Evolution is not always better if it comes to quality. In
the case of Mesh each album was getting better and
better.

Thank you. We have always prided ourselves on writing
good songs. This is the key. So many bands | hear rely
solely on the production, the newest synth sounds, the
heaviest drum sound etc but overlook the vital part, the
song. We spend hours on trying to perfect that before
moving on to the production side of things. Another
reason could be down to the fact that Mark and myself
still keep pushing ourselves to come up with new ideas
and techniques with every album. Trying to keep it fresh
and interesting for ourselves.

| always thought Automation Baby was the one that
gave Mesh that ultimate sound.

They all have certain things that made us what we are
today. “Who Watches Over Me” was a huge step forward
for us on a technical level and the fact we were signed
to a major label. Automation Baby was so well received
by the press and the fans so will always be a big album
for us but | would like to think that “Looking Skyward”
will be up there with them. | think an album becomes
more respected by us when we get the feedback from the
people.We pour our heart and soul into everything we do
but its the listeners reaction that makes it.
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In a way | think Looking Skyward is like a continuation
of the Automation Baby-sound.

Yes maybe. We knew Automation Baby was going to be
a hard act to follow but on the other hand we really
didn’t want to replicate it. The idea of just trying to do
something similar didn't appeal to us. We knew we had
to push for something a little different. Its that whole
evolution thing again. We set out with no real mater plan
but just writing some good songs and see where it would
take us. For a while it didn’t feel like an album to me but
as time went on and we pieced it all together it suddenly
felt right. We experimented with different things on the
music side of things. We really got back into sampling
again. It was something we used to spend hours doing
before but slowly moved away from it as technology got
easier. Stepping back to doing this again felt really good.
It is the little imperfections in sampling that makes it
sound so cool. Armed with 2 digital handheld recorders
we set off and recorded loads of natural sounds and
used them as layers, atmospheres and loops on “Looking
Skyward” We hope people can pick out all these details
when they listen to it.

In a recent review | described Mesh as apocalyptic pop.
| mean | am singing all these tunes on the bike, and yet
they all have a rather doomy character. Do you kind of
agree?

Haha...yes. Ive always been a fan of all those melancholic
songs.They have so much more depth and meaning.f you
can put all that emotion across with a catchy melody as
well then all is good (laughs).

Looking Skyward certainly is not a happy album. Of
course the world we're living in isn’t either, but do you
consider yourself as a dark person? | mean you wrote a
tune named Before The World Ends, so...

Dark? | don't know. Sensitive perhaps. | think Mark and
| share the same kind of out look on life. We laugh a lot
and certainly have fun doing what we do. When it comes
to the song writing and music we usually find ourselves
going down a slightly darker route because it has so
much more meaning and feeling. People really connect
with that. We all have feelings and can relate to many of
the emotions with songs put across. We still receive lots



of letters and emails from people saying our music has
got them through a tough time in their lives. A girl at a
recent show ran up and hugged me in tears and said we
had written the sound track to her life....

And yet the title Looking Skyward feels like hope. Can
you say anything about the title?

The beauty in what Mark writes in his lyrics is that it can
be taken in many different ways. The listener decides
what it says to them. | think there is a lot of that within
“Looking Skyward” The title itself comes from a lyric from
a track called The Fixer. We both felt like it was quite an

optimistic line. A feeling of hope through all the gloom.

The album itself has many dark places but overall has a
feeling of there is light at the end of the tunne

Didier BECU
photo © Marquis(pi)X



ME THE TIGER

How did you guys meet and set up Me The Tiger and
what's the idea behind the rather crazy band name?
None of us is actually from Falun (a small town in the
middle of Sweden), but we ended up there for different
reasons. Falun is a rather small town, and if you're
into music, you somehow, sooner or later, will run into
each other. | think the first time the three of us spent
some time together was at a party in Jonas apartment
in 2007. Five years later, in 2012, we had developed
a strong friendship and were even neighbours. One
evening, Tobias knocked on Gabriella’s and Jonas door
with a USB stick containing a bunch of semi-finished
tunes in one hand and a bottle of wine in the other.
The first song was completed in the late hour and what
would sooner be Me The Tiger saw the first light as the
sun rose over the rooftops.

The band’s name comes from an old Swedish proverb
that is virtually impossible to explain if you don’t
understand Swedish. You will not get the point... But
let’s try ;) During the first half of the 1900s, the Swedish
government was afraid that the wrong information
would end up in enemy hands. They simply asked
the Swedes to shut up. They also created a symbol/
illustration depicting a blue and yellow striped tiger.
Over the years, this symbol became part of Swedish
culture.One should not talk so much,and to be satisfied
with what he has, without questioning. At least not in
public. This has,according to us, resulted in widespread
dissatisfaction in silence. Outwardly, you are satisfied
and happy, but at the kitchen table or in front of the
computer screen, you start to show the real you. We
believe that it is better if people dared to stand up
for their beliefs and values, even in public. Otherwise,
society will crumble from within.

Tell us a bit more about the input of each member and
how do you usually proceed to write your songs?Tobias
writes both the music and the lyrics. He makes almost
complete versions of the songs in his studio. Then he
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takes the production to Jonas and Gabriella where we
record all of the vocals. The last step is the mixing and
mastering, which is Jonas’ resposability. So we have very
defined roles when it comes to the recording process.

How do you look back at your first official full length
album Vitriolic, released in 2015 on Repo Records?

We would say that it has been a good period. With the
help of both Repo Records and our manager Olaf Sprick,
we have succeeded to reach out to a wider audience
- especially outside of Sweden. This summer we will,
for example, play at some big and really cool festivals.
That wouldn’t have been possible before we hooked
up with these guys.

Your self-released debut album Me The Tiger has been
re-released on Repo Records as well, but after Vitriolic.
Was it because of the reactions on Vitriolic and what
does this early work mean to you?

Since the debut album only was released digitally in
Scandinavia, it has been nearly impossible for our new
listeners from other parts of the world to find it. Our
label was asked if there was any chance to release the
album again, and so it did. The debut means a lot to us
since the band took shape during the making. Tobias
had a couple of songs he wanted Gabriella to lay some
vocals on.It turned out to be pretty good, so we decided
to proceed. When we first started out, there were no
thoughts of making a serious project. But quite soon
we realized that we wanted more out of it,and it turned
out to be Me The Tiger.

What brings the future for Me The Tiger?

We'll work on our third album. We have started the
recording process,and hopefully it will be finished later
this year.We'll see...

Stef COLDHEART






NICK CAVE AND THE BAD SEEDS - Skeleton Tree (CD) (Bad Seeds Ltd)

Nick Cave was working on his 16th album for sometime time when his 15-year old
twin son Arthur died after falling off a cliff near Brighton in July 2015. This life-
altering tragedy had an impact on this record. Skeleton Tree is a mournful record,
filled with grief. The omnipresent sadness pervades each of the eight songs. The
album kicks of with the lines You fell from the sky, crash-landed in a field near the
river Adur. In Jesus Alone, The Bad Seeds paint a desolate landscape. The title track
and final ong is a song with gorgeous piano leads.Just as in Death Is Not The End,
the closing track of Murder Ballads, an album with multiple fictional casualties, we
hear some hope in Skeleton Tree. It's allright now, it sounds in the last line of the

album, as if Nick Cave has accepted what he has to endure. Acceptance, the first step
to move forward. [BC]

TANZ OHNE MUSIK - Infinity (CD) (Galakthorroe)

The sound of the Romanian duo is indeed mystical and ice cold. Ten compositions
that you can easily define as minimal, but it's more than that. Just as the music of
Mr. & Mrs. Arafna, Tanz Ohne Musik has to be described as morbid. It is music that
floats between the caustic (almost desolate) reality and (sublime) kitsch of very
old B-movies. Music with a dark side, even though Silence Is Golden sounds like
the new wave of Fad Gadget and in Visions we even hear Dive. Infinity is an album
that deserves your attention, however, not to blame us afterwards if it gives you
nightmares! [DB]

SOL INVICTUS - The

Last Man (7 (Prophecy Productions)

The Last Man is the new single from the upcoming album Necropolis by neofolk band
Sol Invictus.The song begins with many bells and a lovely choir within an almost
simplistic children’s tune. However, its complex layering builds up an intriguing
tune that keeps haunting my head, even for hours afterwards. And | have not even
mentioned the wonderful lyrics. Like no other, Tony Wakeford knows to put his black
and cynical thoughts on music. There is only one man who remains credible with
such lyrics in an almost cheerful sounding chorus. Absolute class! The second song
on this single is also intriguing. In Your Masters Voice Tony’s acoustic guitar and
vocals are very prominently supported by bass and flute (as in older Sol Invictus

songs). The melody is perhaps slightly less catchy than that of The Last Man, but
Tony’s lovely timbre and ditto lyrics make this second song a real gem. [WDP]

MIRLAND - Greyscale Controller (Digital) (Self-released)

When John Mirland was told that Kurt Grunewald Hansen (husband of Claus Larsen
of Leaether Strip), fought a disease with high doctor’s and medication costs, he
decided to put some tracks on an EP, sell them and donate the proceeds to pay the
bills. Mirland decided to release these tracks in their rough and minimalist version
because they have sufficient maturity and content in their current form.On Greyscale
Controller he presents minimalist dub techno with some house and ambient
influences. Four tracks that sound quite rhythmic or downtempo with a pleasant
vibe. Boiler floats on a fat recurring bass riff and a pleasant synth sound. Feel It
has a techno beat and dub elements. It's a pretty rhythmic and almost danceable
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track. Be One is built on a theme about trains. Controller sounds very minimal. If you
like electro/techno in its primitive form (rough but containing the essential basic
features), then you will lpve this EP.[WG]
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THE MISSION

The Mission exists for 30 years now. The band just started
an European tour and has a new album (Another Fall From

Grace) out. Peek-A-Boo is very proud to have talked with
Wayne Hussey.



With both The Sisters Of Mercy and The Mission you
became one of the greatest icons of the goth rock
scene. Even though | hate to think in terms of categories
myself, what does this genre mean to you.

Well, to be totally frank, not a lot. | have always thought
of The Mission as a more conventional rock band, a
very good one, but conventional nonetheless, although
our audience has always been predominantly gothic.
One thing | will say for our audience is that it has been
incredibly loyal despite our very best efforts to throw it
off the scent. What | mean by that is that we have made
some records that definitely went against the grain for
the fans and must've tested the loyalty of even the most
devout. As a way of life then | guess, even more so when
| was younger, | gravitated to the darker side of music,
literature, films, and fashion, etc.

During all those years you created melancholic music,
sometimes dark, but always music with a high dose
of hope as well. For many fans your music was one of
the main powers to get through this life. How is that
for yourself? Is making art a sort of way to escape the
sometimes hard world? And do you do something else
art wise, outside composing music?

Making music caters to many aspects in my life. It can be
cathartic, it can be a release, it can be an escape, it can
fulfil a need as well as a desire. It can be a job of work
and it can be fun. It's something I've been doing since
| was a teenager and | am now 58 and | still feel the
NEED to make music. Besides music | don't really dabble
in other arts, maybe a little bit of writing but | lack the
self discipline needed to evolve that into a book. | do like
playing around with little films that | make as well, but
nothing too serious. | have, coincidentally, been asked
to act in a film next year though. Whether it'll happen
remains to be seen, but the role is that of a reclusive and
necrophiliac rock star. | don't think | really need to act to
play the role of a reclusive rockstar although maybe the
necrophiliac might be a bit of a stretch, eh?

It wasn't always that easy, but | think you took a lot of
risks.

Well, | never intentionally set out to make any album that
isn't successful and wouldn't appeal to our audience. |
guess a big part of the process for me before starting to
even write songs for a new albumiis to think long and hard
about what kind of album | want to make at that time.And
budgets are also a consideration, even more so now that
the band members live all over the world and just getting
us together in a room is logistically problematic. Any
album is really just a testament to where | am individually
and we are collectively at any given time.| never consider

failure in the same way, | never consider success when
making an album. Those considerations come into play
once the record is done. | think the biggest hindrance to
the Mission achieving even bigger success than we have
done through the years is actually a personal issue rather
than a musical one. | think | am The Mission’s strongest
weapon, but also it's weakest link.

You described the newest album as the missing link
between First, Last And Always and God’s Own Medicine.
I've already said this many times, but | had the occasion
to play First, Last And Always for the first time in its
entirety since | left The Sisters Of Mercy, and | enjoyed
it and was able to listen without rancour and bitterness.
| particularly liked the way | played guitar on that album
and God’s Own Medicine and wanted to make a new
album where | played more guitar than | had done so
on the last few albums. That was the starting point for
this new album.The only real dilemma | had was whether
or not | was being too retrogressive. I'm not a big fan of
nostalgia and generally prefer to look forward rather than
backwards, but | felt with this album | had something to
prove to myself and to do that | had to acknowledge and
even embrace my past.| would say to a degree | contrived
how the music should sound for this album, but | had no
control over the lyrics. They come as they are and are
impossible to contrive.

You opt for the old Mission sound, but | hear a very fresh
approach and energy.

Well, only time will tell what this album means to me,
the band, and our audience. I'll continue making music
and playing shows because that's what | do, but whether
or not it's with the band and for how long remains to be
seen.

Of course | hear goth rock, but in a way.

Yeah, | did go dark with this album. It was a difficult album
for me to make, perhaps the most difficult ever. | know
that my physical, spiritual, and emotional health has
suffered as a result of this album. It has left me damaged.
| felt very isolated a lot of the time making this album
and I'm not sure it’s an experience | want to go through
again regardless of the result. | can't yet be fond of this
album, it is still too close and raw for me. The dichotomy
is that to be creative you have to be emotionally sensitive
and open, but at the same time you have to have the skin
of a rhino to withstand all the shit that gets written and
talked about once the music goes public

Didier BECU
photo © Marquis(pi)X
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LEAETHER STRIP - Reptile Man Drop: A Tribute To Simple Minds (Digital)

Of course Leather Strip fans know that they like to rework their favorite songs which
are often from the 80s. Not so long ago, the duo released some EPs featuring songs
by Talk Talk and Depeche Mode. Simple Minds is next. You hear six songs on this EP.
According to Claus your never have to try to make the original better, simply because
that never works. On a cover you should treat the songs with love and put your
own personality in it. That is surely why this release is another winner. Especially on
Waterfront you hear that. It takes a lot of guts to rework indestructible classics like
Celebrate, Love Song or | Travel, but how difficult the task was, the covers are superb.
Which bands are next, Kurt and Claus? [DB]

THE MISSION - Another Fall From Grace (CD) (Eyes Wide Shut Recordings)

Wayne Hussey describes the new album as the missing link between First, Last and
Always by The Sisters of Mercy and God's Own Medicine by The Mission. Big words
indeed.And although such promo talk will make many goth hearts beat faster, we can
assure you that this is the best album of The Mission in years! The band stays loyal to
its own sound,and in the case of The Mission that is more than enough! Another Fall
From Grace had to be a special album. Again the band teamed up with Tim Palmer
and musician friends like Martin Gore, Julianne Reagan, Gary Numan, Evi Vine and
Ville Valo are featured on some songs.Another Fall From Grace is not the best record
of The Mission, but it is definitely true that it fits perfectly with other Mission classics.
The key to this album is melancholy. The Mission contunues to build on the sound
that made the band the greatest in the genre. Another Fall From Grace has to be in
your record collection, you'll play it many times...[DB]

ROME - The Hyperion Machine (CD) (Trisol)

During recent gigs we got a glimpse of the new album, which gave us the feeling
that the latest of Rome would be a great masterpiece.And yes, The Hyperion Machine
may be the most accessible album of this Luxembourg band so far,it is also its finest.
The bells in the short intro song sound ominous, you hear distorted voices and the
familiar neofolk guitars. You hear it from the first note: this will be a stunner. The
acoustic Celine in Jerusalem is about the never ending war tragedy in the Israeli
capital. A simple song that grabs you by the scuff and shows that Jerome Reuter
is a songwriter who transcends all genres. In Transference we hear Eric Becker's
guitar and the booming bass of Patrick Kleinbauer: dark pop like you only find on
masterpieces by Nick Cave. This is huge. The Hyperion Machine is also the most
varied album of Rome, Alabanda Breviary reminds you why this Luxembourg band is
so loved by the neofolk audience. [DB]

CLOCK DVA - Neoteric MiniMax (CD) (Armcomm)
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The first track Neoteric builds on a pounding beat, a repeating theme and small
variations like the bass and pads coming in and out of the soundstage. The sound is
classic ClockDVA as it has been since Buried in Dreams or Man-Amplified with the
spoken word qualities of Adi Newtons voice drenched in reverb. Yet the sound does
evolve. The ClockDVA of 2016 is bigger and more powerful. Second track Sentinel is
a slowly evolving piece of space travel beginning with a distant breathing. Closing
track Immission continues the feeling of space travel with a droning background as
sweeps go back and forth and a bass pulse repeating itself while the track slowly
progresses. This is an almost perfect three-track release in every aspect and the only
reason it’s not getting a full 100 point is | believe ClockDVA has the ability to evolve
even further. [RM] .
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Hello Héléne, you have been involved in both Phosphor
and Minuit Machine. And now it seems like you're
completely concentrating on your solo project Hante. Is
being a solo artist, the way you wanted to work? Being
totally independent?

Hello! Actually, when | started my solo project, | never
thought it would end as my main and only project. Of
course, it's easier when you don't have to compromise,
when you can decide on every detail, but playing solo
or in a band both have advantages and inconveniences.
| like being in a band, sharing experiences, emotions and
memories. But unfortunately, both projects stopped and
I've been really sad about that. | will join a band or start a
new project in the coming years if | find the right people!

Anyway, the split of Minuit Machine came a bit as a
shock for most fans, as | think (just like so many others)
that you did something quite unique in synthpop land
with Amandine.

Thanks a lot! It's a great compliment. | think Amandine’s
voice, melodies and lyrics fitted perfectly with the music
| composed. But you know how it works, music is not
enough and when people decide to take different paths,
there’s nothing you can do.

This is a very hard record in terms of emotions...

Wow! Thanks once again! Yes, you're right. | totally
understand what you mean as it's hard for me to listen
to it today. | put my deepest emotions in my music. And
when | was composing this album last summer, | was in
a weird mood. | felt lonely and in total disharmony with
the world. | guess | have a naive vision of everything and
| don’t understand why people are so mean, so selfish, so
narrow-minded. And it was before the multiplication of
the despicable attacks the world has been facing these
last few months... When | think of outside | often see a
grey and dark world.A Fog That Never Ends.

1 also think it's a very brave record. It's a record on which
you show a lot of inner demons.

Isn't it what everybody feels? How can we love this
world that we destroy everyday. Where people kill other
people because they don't like the way they live? And at
the same time, you can't forget the beauty of nature, the
people you love or the little gestures of solidarity: all
those things that make this world a bit brighter.
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You are a part of the minimal scene, do you follow it
yourself?

Of course, | like to discover new bands or listen to new
material of the bands | like in the minimal scene. This mix
between 80's influence and a more contemporary sound
may come from a contradiction in my taste. Sometimes
| listen only to old stuff because | can't find something
that corresponds to my mood in contemporary music
and | wish | was born earlier. And sometimes I'm totally
in love with new music and wish | could compose some
songs as good as those. But | guess a lot of musicians feel
the same nowadays. In all arts, we have these cycles, we
create some new things with old things.

You are talking about a fog that never ends, | guess
the love for music never ends? Can you imagine a life
without music?

No, | really cannot! Music is a companion. You can choose
the soundtrack of your life! It can change your emotions
or comfort you like a friend. And I'm really lucky to be
able to compose some melodies that touch some people
and even sometimes help them to deal with difficult
situations.

These two questions | always ask.. What's your
favourite record of all time and please state why...
Ahl'It's a tough one. So many records have been very
important to me! You can find some of them in a list |
made for Peek-A-Boo a couple of weeks ago. But in this
list | would choose OK Computer by Radiohead. | know it's
not really relevant compared to the music | create today,
but it was the first time | loved an album that much.And it
changed my vision of music, | understood how important
it could be, how emotional it could be. And that it would
be a real passion to me.

With whom wouldn’t you 